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Calendar Of Events 

 
 

 
 

355 copies of this public document were printed at a 

cost of $249.59 or .67 per copy.  

Special Note: Registration for 
events listed in this calendar are 
required unless otherwise noted.  

Register by calling (336) 401-8025. 

Accommodation Statement:  
For accommodations for persons with 
disabilities, contact the Surry County                   
Center at (336) 401-8025, no later 
than five business days before the 
event. 

Vinedresser Meeting 

 

October 19, 2017 / 6:00 pm 
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
Diabetes and You 

 

October 25, 2017 / 12:00 Noon 
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
Household Hazardous Waste & 

Pesticide Collection Day 

 

October 28, 2017 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Veterans Memorial Park, Mt. Airy 
 

Origami Ornament Workshop 

 

October 9, 2017 / 12:00 pm (Noon)
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
ECA County Council Meeting 

 

October 9, 2017 / 1:00 pm 
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
Surry County Beekeeper Meeting 

 

October 9, 2017 / 7:00 pm 
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
Master Gardener Volunteer Meeting 

 

October 11, 2017 / 12:00 Noon 
Surry County Extension Center, Dobson 

 
Unlocking the Mysteries of Medicare 

Prescription Drug Plans 

 

October 13, 2017 / 10:00 am 
Pilot Center of SCC 

 

October 27, 2017 / 10:00 am 
Elkin Center of SCC 

 

October 31, 2017 / 10:00 am 
Human Services Bldg., Mt. Airy 

 

NC State University and N.C. 
A&T State University commit 
themselves to positive action 
to secure equal opportunity 
regardless of race, color, 
national origin, religion,                  
political beliefs, family and 
marital status, sex, age,                       
veteran status, sexual                      
identity, genetic information 
or  disability. NC State, N.C. 
A&T, USDA-NIFA, and local 
governments cooperating.  

We are pleased to           
announce that Sally 
Southard, Administrative 
Assistant for the Surry 
County Cooperative   
Extension has been 
awarded the County            
Extension and                     

Community Association (ECA) scholarship 
and both the District and State, North               
Carolina Cooperative Extension                            
Administrative Professionals Association 
Development scholarships.  
 
Mrs. Southard received her Associates 
Degree from Surry Community College in 
2016 and is currently enrolled at East        
Carolina University in a Bachelor of       
Science in Business Administration degree 
program 

Whitney Collins, 4-H 
Agent and Carmen 
Long, FCS Agent       
received the 2017                
Excellence in                            
Communication &                       
Expressive Arts award.  

Throughout 2016 Surry County 4-H                       
offered several different communication 
and expressive art opportunities to our 
youth. These programs impacted over 200 
youth and was made possible with the 
help of several previously established and 
newly developed partnerships and              
volunteers. Some of these partnerships 
included our local Surry Arts Council, 
Mount Airy Public Library, Andy Griffith 
Library, Food Lion grocery store, and 4-H 

volunteers. 

The 2017 North Carolina Extension                         
Association of Family and Consumer                   
Science annual meeting was held in               
Wilmington, NC, from August 16th through 
the 18th. At this meeting, Carmen Long, 
Surry County Family and Consumer      
Science Agent was honored with the 
NCEAFCS Youth Award. This award is 
granted to recognize and celebrate the 
efforts of Family and Consumer Science 
Agents for their accomplishments in youth 
programming.   
 
Carmen enjoys the fun and challenges of 
making a positive impact in the lives of our 
most valuable resource, our children.               
During the past year, she has reached 
youth in the areas of nutrition, food safety, 
cooking, babysitting, health and wellness, 
money management, and 4-H.   

From left to right: Dr. Rosalind Dale, Associate 
Dean, NC A&T; Carmen Long, Surry County FCS 
Agent; Dr. Rich Bonanno, Associate Dean, CALS 
and Director, NC State Extension 



Join in on Saturday,                                             
November 18th from 6:00                                    
to 10:00 pm, as the Piedmont                        
Astronomy Club from Statesville,                   
NC, comes to Fisher River Park and 
shares their knowledge, telescopes, and 
exciting stories!  
 
Participants will have multiple 
opportunities to view the moon and 
many other celestial wonders as they 
explore the night sky.  
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the Mysteries of Medicare           

Prescription Drug Plans 
 

Friday, October 13,  2017 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Pilot Center  

of Surry Community College 

 

Friday, October 27, 2017 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Elkin Center of  

Surry Community College 

 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Human Services Bldg.  

 Off of HWY 601  

in the old Lowes Hardware                   
Building in Mount Airy 

 

 

Seats are limited 

Call 401-8025 to register 

 

Your health needs change from year 
to year, and the benefits and costs of 
your health plan may also change 
each year. That’s why it’s important 
to evaluate your Medicare choices. 
The Annual Election Period is the one 
time of year when all people with 
Medicare can see what new benefits 
Medicare has to offer and make 
changes to their coverage. 

 

Label all containers, close all lids 
tightly, cushion glass bottles. 
Household Only -                                    
No Commercial Waste Accepted. 
 
For a list of accepted materials, 
visit the Public Works page on 
Surry County’s website or call 
(336) 401-8376. 

Farmers are 
resourceful 
and innova-
tive when it 
comes to 
solving                 

problems on their farm. Sometimes 
these great ideas get started off the 
ground quicker with additional            
funding sources. The NC                      
AgVentures grant program is a                
program of North Carolina Coopera-
tive Extension. The goal is to 
strengthen agriculturally dependent 
families and communities by                 
providing support and funding                
directly to North Carolina farm  
operators, who have innovative 
plans to diversify, expand, or                    
implement new entrepreneurial 
plans in their operations or                          
communities. The 2018 grant cycle 
should be gearing up soon. If you 
have an idea for your farming                
operation; from using a resource in a 
new way, experimenting with an     
unusual solution to resolve an old 
problem, or re-purposing old tools 
and equipment, then keep this grant 
in mind.  

 

The application deadline is usually in 
January. Keep looking at the NC 
AgVentures Grant website: 

https://agventures.ces.ncsu.edu/
grant-program/ for more details.  

Would you like 
to promote    
sustainable   
gardening and 
landscaping in 
your                           
community,  
increase your 

knowledge of science-based garden-
ing practices, and be part of an active 
volunteer program with other passion-
ate gardeners? You should become an 
Extension Master Gardener!  

 

The Master Gardener program is an 
outreach of NC Cooperative                     
Extension. You will receive 40 hours of 
beginning to advanced horticulture 
instruction, where you will learn about 
growing plants in the garden and 
throughout the landscape. Training 
topics will include but are not limited to 
soils & fertilizers, insects & disease 
management, planting, and pruning. 

As a certified Master Gardener, you 
become a volunteer of NC Cooperative 
Extension, capable of working with and 
educating others in various areas of 
horticulture. Volunteers agree to return 
40 hours of service to the public 
through Extension and Master Garden-
er events and activities in the first year. 
The upcoming 2018 class will begin on 
Thursday, February 1 from 1:00 pm – 
4:30 pm and will continue every  
Thursday until April 26. Some sessions 
will feature specialists in various fields 
of experience, Extension Agents from 
surrounding counties, as well as hands
-on activities. There will also be a one- 
day field trip.  

The cost of the program is $50, which 
will cover the cost of training materials. 
The local Extension Master Gardeners 
offer scholarships to interested               
individuals. Application deadline is 
January 15, 2018. You may contact 
our office (336.401.8025) for an                     
application for the scholarship and/or 
the program. Applications may also be 
found at:                                                      
https://surry.ces.ncsu.edu. 

CALL 336-401-8025  
TO REGISTER! 

A Beehive Grant Fund was approved 
this year by the North Carolina               
General Assembly. The North             
Carolina Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services’ Agricultural 
Development and Farmland                  
Preservation Trust Fund officials are 
partnering together as they offer  
applications and implementation of 
the grant. The funding is to be used 
for new bee hives or the purchase of         
materials or supplies to be used for 
the construction of new bee hives.  
Beekeepers must be a resident of 
North Carolina, must be 18 years of 

age, and must be a certified                
beekeeper as determined by the 
North Carolina State Beekeepers 
Association at the time of the          
application. Beehive grantees will be 
reimbursed for proven expenditures 
as agreed upon in the grant contract. 
They may receive up to $200 per 
new hive or $2,400 maximum per 
grant contract. The maximum annual 
amount allowed for any beehive 
grantee is $2,400. Further details 
can be found by visiting: 
www.ncbeekepers.org and the North 
Carolina State Beekeepers Associa-
tion Facebook page. 

October 
usually 
brings to 
mind 
colorful 
leaves, 
cooler 
tempera-
tures, 
and lots 
of pumpkins. But did you know that 
October is also a great time to think 
about leeks? Say what??!!  
Leeks look like a very large, thick 
green onion. They have edible 6- to 
10” long, white stems. Their leaves 
are thick, flat, and blue green and 
their flavor is milder than either             
onions or garlic. 
 
Now is a good time to plant leeks for 
winter harvest. Leeks may be planted 
10 to 15 seeds per foot of row and 
thin to 4” apart. Transplants may be 
set 4” apart. They need 120 days 
from seed to maturity and they        
mature best during temperatures   
below 75°F. They are easy to care for 
even for a beginning gardener, how-
ever, they do require fertilizer. If you 
don’t have a soil test, apply 25 lbs. of 
5-10-10 per 1,000 sqare feet before 
planting. You will need to side-dress 
four times throughout the growing 
season (mid-November, early              
January, mid-February and early 
March) with 3 lbs. of calcium nitrate 
(15.5-0-0) per 1,000 square feet. This 
gives a little extra nitrogen throughout 
the growing season. 
 
Leeks will grow in any garden that will 
produce onions. The edible portion of 
the leek stem should be blanched for 
best flavor and tenderness. When the 
plants are at least the width of a             
pencil, begin to gradually draw soil up 
around the base of the plant to 
blanch the lower stem. Avoid starting 
to blanch the stems too early. Other-
wise, grow as you would onions. 

You will harvest when your leeks are 
an inch or more in diameter. Leeks 
will keep for several weeks in a              
refrigerator.  

 

Leaders Day   
Mark your calendar! 

  2017 4-H     
 
 
 

 
 

The 2017 4-H Volunteer Leader’s Fall 
Day will be held Saturday, November 
11th at the Guilford County Cooperative 
Extension in Greensboro, NC from               
8:30 am to 2:30 pm.  
 
The day promises great workshops and 
networking opportunities with other  
county club leaders. There will be door 
prizes, goodie bags, workshops,                
fellowship, raffle baskets, and lunch will 
be provided.  
 
The deadline to register is Friday,               
October 20th. For more information or to 
sign up, email:                                       
whitney_collins@ncsu.edu or call the 
Extension office at (336) 401-8025. 

The Fall Paper Clover Campaign at           
Tractor Supply Company will be October 
4-15. During this time, customers at 
Tractor Supply can choose to donate 
$1.00 (or more) at the register. You can 
write your name on a clover and these 
will be displayed in the store windows. 
100% of the proceeds will go directly to    
4-H with 60% coming back to Surry 
County 4-H. These proceeds can be 
used to help send children to camp, fund 
youth scholarships, and to recognize 4-H 
youth for their accomplishments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for                        
supporting 4-H!  

 

This year, Surry County 4-H is                    
responsible for a 4-H fair booth                         
display at the State Fair in Raleigh, 
NC. Our booth will be displaying a 
“Web of 4-H Opportunities.” Be sure 
to check us out when you’re there! 

https://agventures.ces.ncsu.edu/grant-program/for
https://agventures.ces.ncsu.edu/grant-program/for
http://www.ncbeekepers.org

